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that he constructed the first high-rise apart-
ment building of this millennium, opening the 
Bay Parc Plaza in January of 2000. 

Miami is a city that will continue to grow and 
inspire us. I am grateful and proud of Mr. Hol-
lo’s accomplishments over the years. He has 
left a legacy others have pursued and will con-
tinue to follow for years to come. Miami’s high- 
rise architecture is truly unique and sets it 
apart from so many other large metropolitan 
cities across this country. Once again, as a 
fellow South Floridian, I would like to recog-
nize Mr. Hollo for his outstanding achieve-
ments. 
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THE ‘‘CHESAPEAKE’S HEALTHY 
AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND 
STEWARDSHIP OF ENERGY AND 
AGRICULTURE’’ ACT OF 2007 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the ‘‘Chesapeake’s Healthy 
and Environmentally Sound Stewardship of 
Energy and Agriculture Act of 2007’’— 
CHESSEA. This bill will have a major bene-
ficial impact on the water quality of the Chesa-
peake Bay and many of its 150 tributary 
streams and rivers. We invite and encourage 
you to join us as original cosponsors. 

Like many of America’s natural resources, 
the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers continue to 
be plagued by pollution. Unfortunately, agri-
culture accounts for a significant part of the ni-
trogen, phosphorus and sediment running to 
the Bay. The House will soon take up the 
2007 farm bill which will provide billions of dol-
lars a year for farm conservation programs 
and therefore, provides an unparalleled oppor-
tunity for our region to address its critical con-
servation needs 

CHESSEA would bring significant new fed-
eral technical and financial assistance to farm-
ers and landowners in the Bay watershed 
states to help them in their efforts to reduce 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment runoff into 
the streams and rivers that run to the Chesa-
peake Bay. It would also provide additional in-
centives for the region’s farmers to produce 
new sources of renewable energy that will si-
multaneously improve water quality and re-
duce the impact of fossil fuel consumption on 
the atmosphere. 

Over the past five years, several Chesa-
peake Bay states have committed significant 
new funding to try to reach the goals of the 
federal-state Chesapeake 2000 agreement, 
which set specific pollution reduction goals for 
2010. In spite of those commitments, we are 
far from meeting the 2010 goals. The experts 
have estimated that in order to meet our clean 
up pledge, the federal Government will have 
to provide $200 million a year. This legislation 
would help to fulfill the federal government’s 
Chesapeake 2000 commitment to reduce ni-
trogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution to 
the Bay while at the same time helping the re-
gion’s agriculture and rural areas. 

The Chesapeake Bay and several of the 
major rivers that feed it, including the Susque-
hanna, the Potomac, and the James, are 
among America’s most stunning natural fea-
tures. Approximately 400 years ago, Captain 

John Smith and the Jamestown settlers sailed 
into a Chesapeake Bay that was healthy, bal-
anced, and among the world’s most bio-
logically productive places. Today, the Bay 
and its rivers are sadly diminished. The 
CHESSEA Act of 2007 would make significant 
progress toward restoring the Bay’s balance 
and biological productivity to support genera-
tions to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE MORELLI 
HOUSE PRESERVATION PROJECT 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 29, 2007 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, the Junior 
League of Las Vegas (JLLV), in commumty 
partnership with the Las Vegas Chapter of the 
Architects Institute of America (AIA Las 
Vegas), will debut the Junior League’s Morelli 
House Preservation Project on Monday, April 
9, 2007. After years of hard work and fund-
raising, the Junior League’s Morelli House 
Preservation Project will open for public view-
ing as a pristine, accurate and beautiful exam-
ple of Las Vegas mid-century residential archi-
tecture. 

The Morelli House was built in 1959 by An-
tonio Morelli, longtime orchestra leader at the 
Sands Hotel, and was originally located on the 
Desert Inn Golf Course Estates, now the 
Wynn Resort. In 2001, the League saved the 
house from demolition and relocated it to the 
comer of 9th and Bridger Streets on the out-
skirts of the historical district in downtown Las 
Vegas. Because the Morelli House is an ex-
cellent example of Las Vegas Mid Century 
modern architecture and displays a high de-
gree of integrity of design, materials, work-
manship and even association, it was placed 
on the Nevada State Register of Historic 
Places in 2002 and on the City of Las Vegas 
Historical Register March 7, 2007. 

The opening of the Morelli House to the 
public and the lecture will be the premier 
event of Architecture Week, a nationwide cele-
bration that marks the 150th anniversary of 
the National American Institute of Architects. 
In addition, the 2007 edition ‘‘Architecture: Las 
Vegas’’, the official publication of the AIA Las 
Vegas Chapter, will also premier at the event 
and will feature an article on the Junior 
League’s restoration of the Morelli House. The 
Morelli House restoration was made possible 
by funding from the Nevada Commission on 
Cultural Affairs and by generous donations by 
Junior League members and the community. 
The debut will be highlighted by a lecture on 
Mid Century architecture by foremost architec-
tural historian, Alan Hess. The Junior League 
will be completing restoration and rehabilita-
tion efforts to meet the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation for His-
torical Structures by the end of 2008. 

With the help of the Las Vegas Design Cen-
ter at the World Market Center, JLLV secured 
participation by Vladimir Kagan, world famous 
Mid Century furniture designer, to serve as the 
Morelli House’s lead interior designer. Mr. 
Kagan’s historical furniture will be permanently 
showcased at the Morelli House with dona-
tions which he personally solicited from his 
manufacturers including American Leather and 
Weiman Preview and from pieces he donated 
from his personal furniture collection. 

Because of the project’s prominence, the 
AIA will be presenting the Junior League one 
of its esteemed ‘‘Livable Community Awards’’. 
These awards, established in 2006, were de-
signed to recognize organizations and individ-
uals outside the architectural profession, 
whose dedication, commitment, hard work and 
contributions to the security, arts, culture, 
beauty and livability of our communities have 
made Nevada a better place to live. 

The Las Vegas Junior League deserves rec-
ognition for its Morelli House project and for 
sharing this beautiful example of Las Vegas 
Mid Century architecture with the local com-
munity and our visitors for many years to 
come. I urge my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this outstanding collaborative effort to 
preserve historical architecture for future gen-
erations to enjoy. 
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A BILL TO DIRECT THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO 
ENSURE THAT CERTAIN QUES-
TIONS ARE PLACED ON THE 
BALLOT OF THE 2008 GENERAL 
ELECTION IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2007 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
am honored today to introduce legislation di-
recting the Secretary of the Interior to ensure 
that certain questions related to American Sa-
moa’s political status, democratic process, and 
Federal relationship are to be placed on the 
ballot of our 2008 general election. 

Specifically, this legislation mandates that 
the following three questions are to be ad-
dressed on the ballot in American Samoa: 

1. Whether individuals who are born in 
American Samoa should become citizens of 
the United States. 

2. Whether the Senators of the American 
Samoa Fono should be elected by the quali-
fied electors from the respective counties that 
the Senators are to represent. 

3. Whether American Samoa should have 
its own Federal district court with limited juris-
diction. 

I believe that placing these questions on the 
ballot would provide our people an opportunity 
to have a voice in the shaping of American 
Samoa’s political future. Moreover, the an-
swers to these questions will assist our local 
political leaders in the shaping of our territory’s 
policies and legislation. 

I firmly believe that the people of American 
Samoa deserve the right to be heard on these 
fundamental issues. I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation that would give Amer-
ican Samoa’s voting public this right. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
REBECCA DOLORES JARAMILLO 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2007 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mrs. Rebecca Dolores 
Jaramillo, a remarkable and compassionate 
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